WOODLAND PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION
TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF WOODLAND CEMETERY CHAPEL

AT
WOODLAND VILLAGE HALL

TUESDAY 14TH APRIL 2026
7.30PM

The chapel within Woodland cemetery is in a very poor state of repair, requiring significant repairs.
A structural survey undertaken in 2024 identified various structural issues, including
· major repairs to the roof structure are required to prevent further sagging of the ceiling 
· the rear wall is significantly leaning outwards, caused by the roof structure
· evidence of wood boring insect infestation
The building does have major damp issues and there is also evidence of rodent activity. There is obvious damage to roof tiles from recent storms, and discussions with various roofing companies have highlighted that the chimney is in a very poor state of repair and in time will be dangerous.
The building does not have listed status, and is considered to be of little heritage value.
The Parish Council does not have the resources to fund the cost of repairs, or ongoing maintenance of the building, and has considered various options regarding the future of the chapel
1. Sale of the building - this is not considered a viable option due to its location within the cemetery and the proximity of graves close to the walls
2. Repair - the Parish Council does not have the funds to pay for any repairs, and even if grant funding were available, it does not have the precept income to be able to meet any ongoing repair costs. Due to its location and the need to respect those buried within the cemetery, it is extremely limited for any future use for the building, and it is highly unlikely that it could be leased out for any purpose
3. Do nothing – this is not a viable option due to public safety concerns if the building or chimney were to collapse
4. Demolition of the building and creation of a garden of remembrance in its place
The Parish Council would welcome the views of the public regarding the future of the cemetery chapel, and encourages everyone to attend the meeting to share ideas and have an input to a final decision, or to contact the Parish Clerk by email at clerk@woodlandparishcouncil.gov.uk
Please note all Parish Council meetings will be audio-recorded for the purpose of accurately producing the minutes. The recording will be retained by the clerk until the minutes of the meeting have been agreed and signed. The recording will be deleted following the meeting unless retention is requested by a lawful authority.
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